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Welcome to The Red, White & Blue News, Lewis-Palmer Middle
School's very own online newspaper! This is by middle schoolers,
for middle schoolers, but the surrounding community is welcome
to read it. Here at the The Red, White & Blue News we are
dedicated to bringing you the most interesting news, the
funniest jokes, the best advice possible, and more. The Red,
White, & Blue News guarantees that we will make sure you don't
get bored out of your mind! No news is NOT good news! We want
you, LPMS, to stay in-the-know on your surroundings and the
world around you. Stay tuned for great stories to come!

Editor’s Letter
Good job to our lucky winners who found two of our sneaky
little leprechauns! But do not fret, my dear leprechaun-catcher
enthusiasts- there is still one more of our tricky fellows on
the loose! Keep searching- he is out there somewhere! We still
have a wonderful prize for the clever student who finds the
leprechaun!

All About Us
For this issue, we have our lovely teacher sponsor, Mrs Voyzey!
1.What team do you teach on? 8 Gold
2.What is your favorite way to eat a potato? French-fried
3.What is your choice Girl Scout cookie? Thin Mint
4.What is your number one hobby? I teach Lang. Arts :)- READING!
5.Board games or video games? Do you know what Pong is??
6.What is your favorite book genre? Historical Fiction
7.Why did you decide to sponsor the Red, White, and Blue News? I
heard amazing things about Luxe and company; I couldn’t let them
down.

8.If you could live in any state or commonwealth in the USA,
where would you live and why? Colorado- I’ve lived in
Pennsylvania, Wisconson, Georgia, and Alabama; there’s no place
like CO with sun every day.
9.If you could travel back in time, where/when would you go and
why? Hmmm. Good question. Biblical times? The 50’s? When times
were simple and there was no social media and family was
important.
10.If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life,
what would it be and why? Pizza. It is hard to make a bad pizza
but I really love a good, NY-style pizza or better yet, a slice
from Naples, Italy.

Art

Artist Of The Month:
Pablo Picasso
By: Renn Lage

Picasso was born October 25,
1881, in Malaga,Spain. He sadly passed
On April 8, 1973, in Mougins,France.
Picasso’s full name was, Pablo Diego
José Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno
María de los Remedios Cipriano de la
Santísima Trinidad Ruiz y Picasso.
Pablo Picasso was a Spanish expatriate painter, sculptor,
printmaker, ceramicist and stage designer considered one of the
greatest and most influential artists of the 20th century.Pablo
Picasso remains renowned for endlessly reinventing himself,
switching between styles so radically different that his life's
work seems to be the product of five or six great artists rather
than just one. "Whenever I wanted to say something, I said it the
way I believed I should. Different themes inevitably require
different methods of expression. This does not imply either
evolution or progress; it is a matter of following the idea one
wants to express and the way in which one wants to express it."
Lonely and deeply depressed over the death of his close friend,
Carlos Casagemas, Pablo painted scenes of poverty, isolation and
anguish, almost exclusively in shades of blue and green. Which
is often referred to as his “Blue Period”.
Picasso was exceptionally prolific throughout his long
lifetime. The total number of artworks he produced has been
estimated at 50,000, comprising 1,885 paintings;1,228
sculptures; 2,880 ceramics, roughly 12,000 drawings, many
thousands of prints, and numerous tapestries and rugs. On April
8, 1973, Pablo Picasso died of congestive heart failure at the
age of 91. Picasso’s name lives on long after his death.

”Everything you can imagine is real.” - Picasso
“Art is a lie that makes us realize truth.” - Picasso
“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an
artist once he grows up.” - Picasso

Works by Pablo Picasso

Advice
Thank you to everyone you is submitting advice; keep it up!
Remember to submit all advice requests to the box in the front
office.
Dear Advice,
Boy, it’s already fourth quarter and the end of the school year
is coming up pretty soon, which means finals! How should I
prepare in advance for testing so I don’t have to stress as much
the week before?
-Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,
It’s a great idea to begin studying early. It’s so much more
stressful to cram the night before, and studies show that it
doesn’t work nearly as well as preparing over a long period of
time. My suggestion would be to take detailed notes this quarter
and make sure you understand the material you are going over in
class. Start studying the things you might not have understood
previously this year and go over test questions you have missed.
Remember to ask teachers or friends for help if you need any
while studying, and I’m sure they will gladly help out.
-Zoe J
________________________________________________________________
_
Dear Advice,
I'm going on a cruise next week with Oprah. Because it's a
cruise, there could be fishing involved. However, I don't want
to show up with a huge tack-kit, fishing pole, and lines, just
in case this isn't that type of cruise.
I also don't want to be unprepared because again, there could be
fishing involved.
I don't want to look stupid in front of Oprah!!
What are your thoughts?

-Anonymous
Dear Anonymous,
Usually you don’t fish on cruises, so you can certainly bring
fishing gear if you want, but I would keep it in your bag until
you know that you need them. Before you reveal your fishing
apparel, you must be convinced, hook line and sinker, that it
is, in fact, a fishing cruise.
Good luck and I hope you have fun fishing (or not fishing) with
Oprah. Take lots of pictures and send them in to us!
-Zoe J
________________________________________________________________
_
Dear Advice,
I have an older sister who is obviously kind of moody and
grumpy.
Once, she seemed to be in a particularly terrible mood and when
I asked her what was wrong, she said nothing, exceptionally
defiantly.
My mom also did that as well and got the same response.
We decided to leave her alone after that.
Then, my sister yelled at us about how no one cared about why
she was angry!
Please help me understand the 'codes' that girls have because I
am so confused.
-A confused younger brother who just wanted to play video games

Dear confused younger brother,
Girls certainly can be confusing sometimes. I know because I am
one. The hard part is, there’s no one meaning for the “codes”
girls use. For instance, saying “I’m fine” could really mean
that she’s fine, or it could mean that she’s the absolute
opposite of fine and is about to spontaneously combust with
anger or frustration or sorrow or all sorts of other emotions.
The key to determining the difference is all in the tone or body
language she uses. If she says “I’m fine” with a smile, seems
genuine about it and doesn’t storm off suddenly, odds are that

she really is. If, however, she replies “I’m fine” while glaring
at you and immediately marches to her bedroom, slamming the door
behind her,my guess is that she is probably not entirely as fine
as she says she is. It will take time and practice to decode
some of the more befuddling examples, but eventually you can
become an expert at interpreting girl “codes.”
-Zoe J
________________________________________________________________
_
Dear Advice,
I have writer’s block.
-An awkward writer
Dear Awkward Writer,
I have this all the time! I even had writer’s block while trying
to write this. Here’s a few suggestions:
● Change your environment
○ Go for a walk
○ Move your writing to somewhere else, like outside, if
it’s a nice enough day
● Listen to some music
● Take a break and don’t even think about your writing for a
while
● Brainstorm writing ideas and write down everything you come
up with, even if you don’t love them
● Read some of your favorite book to get inspiration
● Write a story about something else entirely
I hope some of these suggestions will help you get passed your
writer’s block soon! Good luck!
-Zoe J

Featured Stories
Abigail Berkeley and the Case of the Two Birds With the Won
Stone by Zoe Johnson
Smelling the fresh, damp air after the night of rain, I
strolled down the cobblestone street winding along the
Connecticut River. The deep blue water reflected the glint of
the rising sun as I ambled toward my office.
It had been my dream to open a detective agency, but in the
year since I opened I had only one case: a lost cat that I
found an hour later shrouded in a heap of its owner’s
accoutrements. Even in 1903, the reason for my lack of customers
was unambiguous: I was a woman in a man’s world.
A familiar figure raced by. “Pardon me, Miss Berkeley,” he
shouted over his shoulder.
“Mr. Smith, where are you going this early?” I yelled after
him. Receiving no reply, I sprinted after, skirt trailing
behind. The local police inspector, Smith had always disregarded
me and I took every chance to prove him wrong.
Arriving at the stoop of Tom Harrison’s house, Smith gave
the brass knocker a swift bang. The house was twice the size of
others on the street and always in pristine condition. Rumor
held that Harrison made money gambling, but the police had never
proven it.
“Smith, what are you doing here? And don’t even think about
evading the question with euphemisms,” I demanded.
“Get lost.”
The door opened on Harrison’s round profile with sharp
features and strikingly blonde hair. Suspicion was evident in
his small, darting eyes.
“Oh, you must be the police inspector. I’m glad you could
come on short notice,” he addressed Smith, ignoring me entirely.
“This gem was so valuable to me. It was in the family for
generations, and now it’s stolen…” His voice filled with
melancholy. “Please come in. I’ll show you the crime scene.
You’ll have to stay here, young lady; a crime scene is no place
for women.”

Sensing obstinance would do no good, I hung around the
doorway acting inconspicuous until the men disappeared inside.
Then I carefully tried the handle and
luckily, Harrison had forgotten to lock it. I crept inside and
gingerly shut the door. I followed Smith’s loud voice down the
left hall to a sturdy wooden door.
“It was wise to close off the entrance to your study or I
would never be able to see these footprints. They’re hidden to
the untrained eye, but to a seasoned detective, the indents in
the carpet are clear as day,” Smith was saying pompously.
“Aha!” shouted Smith. “A hair on the display case of the
stolen gem! It must have been the criminal’s!” Scratching on his
preposterous notepad, Smith asked Harrison about suspects.
“There are two young men, Matthew and Martin Bird, twins
who have always disliked me.”
“I know them. They’ve always struck me as suspicious. Word
on the street is that they’re into gambling. Not a respectable
pastime if you ask me.”
“As you know then, they have jet-black hair like the one on
the case, feet the size of the footprints, and my gardener saw
two figures resembling the Bird twins climb out the study
window!”
“Your gardener saw the event take place? May I have a word
with him? His account could certainly shed light on the
situation,” Smith asked.
“If you accompany me to the parlor, I can send for him at
once.”
As they approached the door, I frantically scanned the
hallway for somewhere to hide. I dodged behind a large potted
shrub as the men emerged and walked back toward the entranceway.
Once their footsteps had faded, I snuck into the study to take a
look for myself.
Immediately, I noticed a window had been shattered,
presumably by the thief last night. I could see glass shards
scattered among the grass outside and the carpet beneath the
window was soaked.
Before I could investigate further, I heard voices and
realized the gardener was probably being questioned. I hurried
down the hall, following the voices. From my position around the
corner, I could see three men’s backs.
“Thank you for joining us Mr…” Smith said
“Ralph Van ‘endrick. Mr. ‘arrison’s gardener, sir,” he
replied with a slight accent.
“Can you describe what you saw last night?”

Ralph glanced at his employer and Harrison have him a
reassuring nod. “I was lockin’ up my ‘ut for the night an’ I saw
a light up by the main ‘ouse. I ‘eard a crash an’ saw a tall
figure break the study window and disappear inside. Then ‘e came
out an’ met a second guy an’ they disappeared towards town.”
“Hmmm. Alright. Can you describe these figures?”
“I didn’t see ‘em that well, but they looked pretty tall
an’ when they ‘eld the lamp up, I saw both men’s ‘air was as
dark as a raven.”
“Okay then, Mr. Van Hendrick. Thank you very much,” Smith
scribbled furiously on his notepad and stood to leave. “Mr.
Harrison, I think I have everything I need. I’ll keep you
informed.”
I was hustling out the front door when- “Abigail? Is that
you?” I wasn’t quick enough. I whipped around to see Smith
staring at me. “What are you doing? Did you really just break
into a crime scene? Are you that desperate? It wasn’t even an
interesting case! It’s obviously the Bird twins; all clues point
to them.”
“Surely you don’t believe it was the twins? It was
obviously Mr. Harrison framing them! The study window was broken
from the inside. And remember the carpet footprints?”
“Of course. Much too big to be Mr. Harrison’s.”
“Footprints are easy to forge, all you need is a pair of
shoes. Plus, there was no mud, and it was raining last night.”
“What about the gardener’s statement?”
“His job depended on the false witness statement. If that
had actually happened, wouldn’t he have tried to stop the
thieves?”
“The black hair on Harrison’s desk?”
“Yet another red herring planted by Harrison.”
“Are you implying that Harrison is hiding the gem
somewhere? Why would he do that?”
“Of course not! Harrison and the Birds were gambling and
Harrison, overly confident, bet his precious jewel and lost it.
He was bitter about the loss and framed the Birds for stealing
it.”
Smith turned to march off but added, “I guess we’ll find
out when we ask the twins.”
“We?” I asked, catching up.
“Well, sure. This was all your idea. It seems just crazy
enough to be true.” Smith turned to face me. “And Berkeley, from
now on, you don’t have to sneak into crime scenes.” He reached
into his trenchcoat pocket and revealed a shiny gold badge.

“I’ve have been looking for an assistant detective, and I think
I’ve found the perfect woman for the job.”
This was my chance. I had been waiting for a job like this
my whole life, but something felt wrong. I didn’t respect Smith,
so why should I be his assistant?
“I don’t want the job,” I said determinedly.
“What? Your little company hasn’t had a case all year!”
“I found a lost cat a few months back and I’ll solve more
cases, just you wait.” I sauntered off as Smith yelled after me.
It may not be easy, but I would make my dream work.

Food
RECIPE BY LUXE PALMER

Summer Fever Lemonade

Ready in 5 minutes

Ingredients
●

2 lemons

●

1 tsp lemon zest

●

2 tsp honey

●

2 cups cold water

●

1 tsp minced mint

●

Ice (optional)

Serves 2 people

Preparation
1. Fill a glass halfway with ice, or for a fancy touch, put the glass in the freezer to frost. Take it
out right before serving the lemonade.

2. Before juicing the lemons, zest them using a microplane. This step is optional if you dislike the
zest texture.
3. Roll the lemons on a surface with the flat side of your knife, which releases the juices and
heightens the flavour.
4. Cut the lemons in half. Either squeeze the juice out of the lemons (watch out for seeds!) or use
a juicer to get as much lemon juice out as you can.
5. Mix the lemon juice and the water in a pitcher. Add the honey, lemon zest, and mint and stir
thoroughly, until the honey has dissolved.
6. Pour the lemonade into the glasses, and taste the sweet taste of summer!

Tip
If you are down in the dumps, just say “Lemomemomemomemomemomemonade” and make a
glass of our delicious Summer Fever Lemonade. It is a 99.999999% guarantee that your frown will
be tipped on its head when you tip this delicious drink down the hatch!

Funnies

Homework:https://www.weareteachers.com/homework-memes/
Walking past a class: https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/409546159842970356/
Love is in the air: http://scalar.usc.edu/works/lope/funny-memes

Sports
This just in track season has just begun. With an astounding number of
participants, about 200 students are ready to ready, set, go! This
season might just be the most exciting yet! With all these students,
we’re sure to dominate. Soon, we’ll get to see the amazing athletes in
each field! Competing to keep our school pride won’t be easy, but I’m
sure we’ll do it. More updates on the team, coming soon.

Horoscopes
By TianYu Melzer
Aries (March 20th-April 19th): Where has the time gone? Is it
already April? Time is ripe to take care of some of those items
on your bucket list…
Taurus (April 20th-May 20th): Once upon a time there lived a
beautiful soul… Wait, that’s you. And you’re still here. Make
the most of it.
Gemini (May 21st-June 20th): Summer break is so close! Carefree
days under sunny skies, they’re getting closer every day! Keep
powering through the school year!
Cancer (June 21st-July 22nd): Never ever ever stop trying
because the only difference between try and triumph is that
extra little ‘umph.’ You’ve got this.
Leo (July 23rd-August 22nd): Loopholes are easy ways out of
things. For instance, if you don’t cut a cake and eat the whole
thing with a fork, you’ve technically only had one piece. YUM!
Virgo (August 23rd-September 22nd): When you find yourself
angry, for whatever reason (it is a perfectly normal human
emotion), think to yourself, “There is no angry way to say
bubbles.” Repeat until you’ve simmered down a little.

Libra (September 23rd-October 22nd): Are you stressing about
swimsuit season? Never fear! Simply do my favorite exercise:
it’s a cross between a lunge and a crunch. It’s called lunch.
Scorpio (October 23rd-November 21st): Someone once said, “Every
day may not be good, but there is something good in every day.”
Be the good in the day.
Sagittarius (November 22nd-December 21st): This time of year can
get tough. You’ll struggle, but pull through. And, by the way,
fuzzy socks make everything better.
Capricorn (December 22nd-January 19th): Whatever gets thrown at
you this week, you’re some kind of crazy ninja. Be prepared and
ready.
Aquarius (January 20th-February 19th): March could be the time
of luck for you...or not. Perhaps it’s not the best time for you
to buy a lottery ticket. Try next month.
Pisces (February 20th-March 20th): It seems to be an ordinary
two weeks. But, don’t be fooled. Surprises are little grenades
of excitement, ready to burst out when you’re least expecting.

Interviews
For this issue, I interviewed Zoe Johnson, the third place
winner of the Betty Field Youth Mystery Story Contest.
Kaitlyn: What was your story about?
Zoe: It was set in 1903 in Connecticut and Abigail Berkeley, the
detective in my story, investigates a case of a stolen jewel.
Kaitlyn: What was the most difficult part of the contest?
Zoe: By far it is fitting all your writing into the 1200 word
limit. My story was 1200 exactly.
Kaitlyn: What did you enjoy most about the contest?
Zoe: I love the great words that are chosen each year to be
included in all of the submitted stories. They make writing the
story so much more entertaining and challenging.
Kaitlyn: Will you do the contest again next year?
Zoe: I certainly hope so. It was a blast to write this year.

Kaitlyn: Would you recommend the contest to others?
Zoe: Absolutely! It is so much fun, and it’s challenging in a
fun way. Even if you don’t like mysteries that much, (it’s
definitely not my favorite genre) it’s a great experience. The
word count, while restrictive, makes the story not take too long
to write, so it’s not such a huge time commitment.
Kaitlyn: Thank you, and congratulations!
The 25th Annual Betty Field Memorial Youth Writing Contest was
open to all 6th through 12th grade students (public, private,
and home schools) in El Paso County or areas served by the Pikes
Peak Library District. Lewis-Palmer Middle School is one of
twenty schools who participated in the contest this year, so it
is quite an honor to have a story selected. Congratulations to
everyone who won awards in the contest (Sadie Wahlgren with 1st
place, Zoe Johnson with 3rd place, and many others!)

News
Falcon Grass Fire
By Tristan Clark

On April 2nd, near Highway 24, a grass fire started. This
grass fire forced the evacuation of some buildings in Falcon.
These evacuations were mandatory, put in action in early April
3rd. Later in April 3rd, the fire’s advance was slowed and it is
currently being contained and put out. Luckily, the 280 people
who had to evacuate can return to undamaged homes, as no
structures were lost in the fire. Thanks to the courage of our
firefighters, no deaths occurred from the fire either.
Unfortunately, around 200 acres of land were burned in the fire
as well. It is good to know that we are protected from fires
like this, and we thank our firefighters for their efforts in
putting their lives in danger to save others.

Polls
As we release Issue 6, we have a question for our fans. What
column of the Red, White, and Blue News is your favorite?
BONUS: This issue, you get TWO questions! What column do
you think we could most improve on? Submit your answer before
the release of Issue 7!
Last Issue, the question for you was your favorite month.
The results for this are as follows:

PuzzleS
This issue, we are giving you a challenge. Here are some
difficult riddles- cover up the answers and don’t cheat!
What is the difference between a school boy studying and a
farmer watching his cattle?
One is stocking his mind, while the other is minding his
stock.

Marking mortal privation, when firmly in place. An enduring
summation, inscribed in my face. What am I?
A Tombstone.
Two boys are born on the same day, around the same time, in
the same year, to the same mother, but are not twins. How is
this possible?
They are two of three triplets
You can carry it everywhere you go, and it does not get
heavy. What is it?
Your name.
My first is a creature whose breeding is unclear. My second,
a price you must pay. My whole can be found in the river of
Time and refers to events of today. What am I?
Current.

Reviews
Oldie, but Goodie…
Some of my favorite books that I still reread every year
are not new books, but still amazing!
“Any book worth reading once is worth reading again.” -Kurt
Palka

Ranger’s Apprentice series by John Flanagan
Summary by TianYu Melzer

The series starts with The Ruins of Gorlan, and immediately gets
into action. The main character, Will, dreams of being a knight
and going to Battleschool. Although he is spry and strong, he is
too small to achieve this success. Instead, he is chosen to
become an apprentice, and then on, introduced into the
mysterious, yet epic lives of the Ranger Corps. Read all twelve,
fast-paced books in the series to join Will and his legendary
friends on their adventures.
Goodreads Rating: 4.6/5
Our rating: 5/5

Code-Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein
Summary by TianYu Melzer
A British spy-plane crashes on
German-occupied territory. While one girl
manages to get away, the other faces long
weeks of torture, horrific cruelty, and
starvation. ‘Verity’ is forced to write
everything she knows from being in the

British intelligence squad. It seems, Verity’s everlasting
friendship with her best friend, (the girl that escaped), keeps
her alive and hoping. Read this book to experience a
heartbreaking story of the power of the unconditional love of
friendship.
Goodreads: 4/5
Our rating: 4.5/5

Citations for Pictures:
“The Complete Ranger's Apprentice Series 12 Book Set 1-12 John Flanagan.” The
Complete Ranger's Apprentice Series 12 Book Set 1-12 John Flanagan | eBay,
www.ebay.com/p/The-Complete-Rangers-Apprentice-Series-12-Book-Set-1-12-John-Fl
anagan/1184362303.
“Code Name Amazing.” Forever Young Adult,
foreveryoungadult.com/2012/07/26/code-name-amazing/.

Contact Us
Do you have questions? Concerns? A submittal?
You can contact us at:
Luxe Palmer [Editor, Food]
8 Silver
Email: luxe.palmer@lewispalmer.org
Zoe Johnson [Advice, Interviews]
8 Silver

Email: zoe.johnson@lewispalmer.org
TianYu Melzer [Book and Movie Reviews, Horoscopes]
8 Red
Email: tianyu.melzer@lewispalmer.org
Kaitlyn Ketchell [Featured Stories, Interviews]
8 Silver
Email: kaitlyn.ketchell@lewispalmer.org
El Olsen [Art, Sports]
8 Red
Email: eliana.olsen@lewispalmer.org
Renn Lage [Art, Horoscopes]
8 Red
Email: renna.lage@lewispalmer.org
Tristan Clark [Polls, News, Stories]
7 Silver
Email: tristan.clark@lewispalmer.org
Riley Burton [Food, Funnies, Sports]
7 Red
Email: riley.burton@lewispalmer.org
Mackenzie Alger [Book and movie reviews, Puzzles]
7 Red
Email: mackenzie.alger@lewispalmer.org
Vivien Heskett [Advice, Funnies]
7 Blue
Email: vivien.heskett@lewispalmer.org
Jaala Stevens [Photography, Sports, Food]
7 Red
Email: jaala.stevens@lewispalmer.org
Zoe O'Donnell [Advice, Book, and Movie Reviews]

Email: zoe.o'donnell@lewispalmer.org

To submit questions for advice, please write them down on a
piece of paper and put them in the advice box in the front
office.

We hope you enjoyed Volume 6 of The Red, White, and Blue News!
Stay tuned for Volume 7!
-RWB News Staff

