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Once a Panther

We believe in local, national, and global stewardship to
create strong citizens who will secure a better world. This
is why we educate.
always a Panther...

Principal’s Message
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! The best part of the start of a new year
is seeing the faces of our students. They have quickly gotten over the first-of-year
jitters and have settled in with our routines nicely. It has been a remarkably
smooth start to this year - hopefully an indication of how the entire year will be!

Special Points of
Interest:


Principal’s Message



PTO Board



Sept./Oct School Dates



PE News



Social Worker, EL, GT
News



Music, Tech, Art!



Library



PLES—Goin’ Digital!

New this year for staff and students is how we are choosing to start each
day. Responsive Classroom is an evidence-based approach that focuses on the
strong relationship between academic success and social-emotional learning. This approach empowers teachers to create a safe, joyful, and engaging
learning community where all students have a sense of belonging and feel significant. Each day begins with a morning meeting and ends with a closing check-in.
These are times in the day for each teacher to intentionally care for the emotional
and social needs of our students and develop community within their classrooms. We are looking forward to the positive impact this approach will have
across our building.
This year, we will again have five Wednesdays when students will begin school at
10:45 so teachers may engage in a collaborative learning time, which we call
PLCs or Professional Learning Communities. At Palmer Lake, our staff will spend
time on planning and implementing Responsive Classroom principles. These late
start Wednesdays for this year are:






September 26, 2018
October 31, 2018 (yes, we will still have parties and a parade)
November 28, 2018
January 30, 2019
February 27, 2019

Finally, we are excited to see some progress with our educational garden Phase One. We have partnered with the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club and our PTO to
make this happen. Soil and gravel have been spread, the concrete under the
greenhouse repaired, and benches ordered. The next phase will include building
the infrastructure (fence, raised beds, etc). The Open House we had planned for
this fall has been postponed until the spring. Stay tuned for a date!
As a staff, we are grateful for the support you give us; we value your partnership
and love working with your children.
~ Mrs. Griebenow
Palmer Lake Principal
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18-19 PTO Board

September/October School Dates

Sheri Parks –President

Sept. 6th - Back-to-School Night

Holly Longenbach –Vice President

Sept. 14 - Panther Prowl (Fun Run)

Sarah Hedrick -Secretary

Sept. 15 - High Trails Garage Sale

Carrie Coates & Dana Schaefer—
Treasurer
Fundraising—Carly McAdams

Sept. 21 - Picture Day!
Sept. 21 – Back to School BBQ
Sept. 24 - Vision & Hearing Screening
Sept. 26 - Delayed Start—School begins at 10:45
Oct. 4 - Teacher Workday—NO SCHOOL
Oct. 17—18 Parent Teacher Conferences

Welcome back, PLES PE is off to a great start and students have been working hard to learn the procedures and
expectations that go along with being successful during PE class. At PLES, students will participate in PE two
days during each four-day rotation with the exception of half day kindergarten who will receive PE instruction
one day during each four-day rotation. The duration of each PE class is 30 minutes in length. Please refer to your
home room teacher’s “specials” schedule to see what days your child has PE.
On PE days, please encourage your child wear tennis shoes and clothes that are appropriate for physical activity. Students will receive age appropriate instruction on gross motor skills and manipulative skills, including gymnastics, climbing, dance, short and long rope jumping, hockey, soccer, volleyball, football, basketball, baseball,
kickball, parachute, cooperative games, recreational activities, track and field day activities, and much more.
Physical education at PLES is always elite in challenging students’ physical abilities and encouraging them to
reach their greatest potential, and it is going to be another fantastic year as I help to develop each students’
unique abilities in PE.
In addition to teaching PE, I also have a passion for teaching Taekwondo; I hold a 4th degree black belt and offer
after school classes every Tuesday from 4:00-5:00pm in the gym.
Know that I view it as a great privilege to help your children fully become the individuals they are gifted to be.
Please feel free to contact me at the email listed below should you have any questions.
Thank you,

Bret Mischlich
bmischlich@lewispalmer.org
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From the Desk of Social Worker
Happy new school year! I am so excited to be with your children again or for the first time this year. They
are exceptional learners. My name is Lori-Ann McConnell and I am the School Social Worker. A little about
myself… I received my undergraduate degree in Psychology and Sociology from Providence College and my
Master’s in Social Work from the University of Alabama. I have two sons who attend 7th grade at Lewis
Palmer Middle School. I also am the proud owner of the school mascot, Lil Bo. I will be working with your
children in guidance classes, groups and on an individual basis throughout the school year. I will also be
working with our Peer Advocate group, Watch Dogs, and Diversity week.
In Guidance this month, I will introduce myself and what my role as social worker means. In grades 3-6, we
will also have a lesson on Safe2Tell. In grades K-2, we will focus on kindness and friendship. It will be a
great start to the year.
When you ask your student how their day was do you get one word answers? Here are 5 suggestions for
open ended questions to get a conversation started.
1. Did any of your classmates do anything funny today?
2. Who did you play with today? What did you play?
3. What’s the biggest difference between this year and last?
4. What rules are different at school than at home? Do you think they’re fair?
5. Who did you sit with at lunch today? What did you talk about?

EL News from Mrs. Bumpus

The GT Scoop from Mrs. Roberts

Welcome back to our EL families. We’re looking forward
to another great year at Palmer Lake Elementary.
It sounded like summer school was THE place to be. The
kids did great and there were a lot of neat activities. More
importantly, your child had the opportunity to continue and
maintain what they had just learned and to continue using
their English language. That is such a benefit to them upon returning to school.
I will be around for Back to School night, so I hope to see
you then. It’s a great opportunity for the teachers to introduce themselves and to explain what will be happening in
their classrooms.
We will be offering Homework Club again this year, but
please note, it will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays. More information will be coming out soon. The family meals were such a hit and a wonderful opportunity for
good food and fellowship, so we will continue that again
this year.
The staff at PLES strives to ensure the information coming home is translated for you. Please let us know if
there’s any help you need with that. To clarify that, we do
not translate flyers that are from outside companies. You
would need to contact them directly.
I look forward to working with you and your student this
year. I thoroughly enjoyed my first year as an EL teacher.
Thank you for being so welcoming.

I am delighted to be returning as Palmer
Lake’s GT facilitator. I have been teaching
since 2003; and since 2012, I have been a
lead member of a teacher cohort called
eleSTEMary©. We are a grassroots group
of educators dedicated to teaching others
how to incorporate STEM (now called
STEAM, when including Arts) into their
elementary classrooms. With the onset
of the new school year comes more structure and routine, I wanted to touch upon
the value of unstructured play and hope
you check out the top 10 ways toys and
play relate to
STEAM TheGeniusofPlay.org/STEAM.
Looking forward to our upcoming year of
exploration together. ~Nancy Roberts
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Music/Band
Hello from the PLES music room…this is Mrs. Jensen! It has
been exciting to see your children again this Fall. They are already busy singing, moving, playing instruments and dancing!
Each grade level will have a music performance this year. You
can find these dates on the lewispalmer.org website. Then click
schools tab, and click Palmer Lake Elementary. At the top click the
Classrooms tab, and then click on Music. 6th Grade Band Students will have performances at PLES on October 25 at 6pm and at Palmer Ridge High School on
December 18 at 7pm. The Cat’s Meow Choir meets on Thursday mornings at 8:00
am and will begin rehearsing on September 13th. Registration forms can be downloaded from the Activities/Clubs tab on the PLES website, under Cat’s Meow Choir.
The office and the music room will also have forms. I hope you will come to the
school to see your children perform this year!!!

Technology at PLES = STEM!
Welcome back Panthers! This year marks our second year incorporating STEM and makerspace lessons into our technology
class.
We will continue with the robotics and circuits that were introduced last
year. Additional robots, 3D pens, Lego Simple Machine Kits and Lego WeDo kits
will be incorporated into our program. Your children will experience technology in
many different formats.
I look forward to working with all students at PLES!
Mrs. Hiraki
PLES Technology Teacher

Getting Creative in Art
Hello from the PLES Art Department! My name is Courtney Stephens and I am thrilled
to be the new art teacher at PLES this year! I am looking forward to getting to know
your students and sharing my love of art with them. In art class your students will have
the opportunity to explore a variety of art media, learn about different artists, and learn
about themselves as artists. I have enjoyed getting to know your students so far and I
can’t wait to see all the amazing things they are going to make in art this year. If you
would like more information or you would like to contact me, please feel free to visit
my page on the school’s website.
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Greetings From The Library!
I hope everyone had a wonderful summer! My name is Mrs. Alwais and
I am pleased to be back for another year at PLES.
Library checkouts began the week of 8/27/18 for most classes. During
that session we reviewed proper book care with all students. I would ask
your assistance with one area specifically. Water bottles! One of our
largest sources of book damage comes from water bottles accidentally opening in back
packs. Prevention is best, but should damage of any kind happen to a book, please encourage your student to bring it to the library as soon as possible. Sometimes if I can get
to it quickly, I can help save the book.
If you are considering volunteering at PLES, please keep the library in mind! I am
looking for volunteers especially on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings, but
other times will work as well. Please contact me via email kalwais@lewispalmer.org .
Battle of the Books! If your 5th grade student is interested in this program, look for information coming home in Thursday folders. I will also be looking for a parent or two to
work with this group on Wednesdays from 12:25-12:50.
Looking forward to a great year!

Palmer Lake Elementary—Goin’ Digital!
This year, the Palmer Lake Elementary staff is making a conscious choice to go digital with as
much of our communication as possible. This means that, much of what you need to know
will be found online through our website, emails sent by teachers and administration, as well
as our Palmer Lake Elementary Facebook page.
The exception to our “all digital” mindset will be the Panther Pride monthly newsletter, which
will be sent home monthly in Thursday folders as well as attached to a monthly email from
Mrs. Griebenow.
Make sure how you want to receive information from the school (and district) is updated in
Parent Portal. Want a email, text or phone call? Gotta sign up for it in Parent Portal!

