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PANTHER
PRIDE

Once a Panther

We believe in local, national, and global stewardship to
create strong citizens who will secure a better world. This
is why we educate.
always a Panther...

Principal’s Message

Dear Palmer Lake Families,
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Report Cards



Thanksgiving Break



Delayed Start

October was a busy month! Did you know that we are now one-third of the way
through the school year? It seems that is was just a few weeks ago that I saw kids
and parents dropping off school supplies and meeting their teachers for the first
time. Now, it is November and the holidays are right around corner.
November is also known as a time where we pause and think of GRATITUDE.
I love this quote by Melody Beattie: “Gratitude turns what we have into
enough.” It reminds me that I need to live in the present and be truly grateful for
the privilege of working in a place where I hear laughter and children learning. It
is the best!
I also know that the holidays often magnify what we don’t have in terms of materials things, relationships, or missing family members. I hope that, regardless, of
your joy or sorrow that you will find time to enjoy your children - they are a gift!
This month is short but it is full of events. Please see the rest of this newsletter for
specific information on days students are not in school, our Barn Dance/Book Fair,
Thanksgiving Break and a Delayed Start at the end of the month. My personal favorite is our Senior Luncheon! We will be holding this event on Tuesday, Nov.
13th, which is right after a NO SCHOOL day. Lunch begins at 11:30 and goes until 1:00. And, our amazing Cat’s Meow Choir will be performing.
Happy Thanksgiving!

~ Peggy Griebenow, PLES Principal
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November School Dates

December School Dates

Nov. 4 - Daylight Savings Ends—Fall Back

Dec. 8 – Santa’s Breakfast: 8:30—11:00

Nov. 5 - Book Fair Week begins

Dec. 12 – 5th Grade Music Performance

Nov. 6 - Election Day

Dec. 18 - District Band Concert

Nov. 9 - End of 1st Trimester; Barn Dance

Dec. 20 - Class Holiday Parties

Nov. 12 - Teacher Workday—No School

Dec. 20 - Last day before break

Nov. 13 - Senior Luncheon: 11:30—1:00

Dec. 21 to Jan. 7 - Winter Break—No School

Nov. 14 - Report Cards Go Home

Jan. 8 - Students Return to School

Nov. 19 - 23 Thanksgiving Break
Nov. 28 - Delayed Start. School begins at 10:45

From the desk of our Social Worker...
October was a busy month here at PLES. We had Parent/Teacher conferences and Halloween
stomp/parties.
Another activity/tradition we celebrated during the month of October was Diversity Week. During
this week, I taught lessons on Diversity to all classes K-6. We also had activities that teachers engaged in with their students in during the week. The week culminated with a Mix It Up Lunch
(snack for ½ day Kindergarten students) which is a National event. During this time, students were
encouraged to sit with students that they normally do not sit with in order to learn about their differences and what they have in common. Even though it has been several days since your child participated in this week-long activity, you can still have some great conversations with them around
Diversity. Ask them what they have learned about the topic and how Mix It Up lunch on November
1st went for them!
Every year, I seem to hear more from our students about cyberbullying that goes on over cell
phones, e-mails, social media and games. Although this happens outside of the school setting, it
tends to carry into our school day. A great resource for parents to discuss internet safety with their
children comes through the Center for Missing and Exploited Children. The program is titled
Netsmartz. For more information, access this link: https://www.kidsmartz.org/TeachingTools/
Presentation
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Fall Greetings from Jennifer Mitchell, Instructional Coach
I have so enjoyed seeing the halls of PLES filled with children in the last few months! It is so much fun to
see smiling faces, hear laughter, and watch the expressions of children as they engage in learning and having fun. This is my third year as an Instructional Coach at PLES and it is so exciting to see the students
grow; both physically and academically!
My role as the Instructional Coach at PLES gives me the pleasure of getting to interact with all students. Your children may see me in the lunchroom, playground, office, and in the hallways. Most importantly, I visit classrooms regularly. My priority is to support the teaching staff at PLES and help them with coaching, through collaboration and feedback. We have an amazing building full of professionals that are studentcentered and open to new ideas, so that makes my job very fulfilling. I also help coordinate assessments,
instructional interventions and follow students’ growth. As the MTSS coordinator, I work with a team that assist teachers with problem solving when students are struggling.
By this time of the school year, we have settled in to school routines and the students are well underway to
learning and growing. Before we know it, it will be the holiday season with all of the hustle and bustle that
come with it! I encourage families to find time everyday to enjoy each other. Curl up and read a favorite
book or tell silly jokes in the car. Turn cooking into a math lesson and practice fractions with measuring cups.
Spend a Saturday at a local museum (many are free!) or take a hike and enjoy the local beauty our area has
to offer. Whatever you do, take the time to enjoy your children, time goes by so quickly!
I am enjoying another year with the amazing students at PLES. I appreciate the parents, staff, and community that make these students a priority everyday!
Thanks for sharing your children with us!
Jennifer Mitchell

Please Join
Palmer Lake Elementary School
For our
29th Annual Senior Luncheon
Tuesday, November 13, 2018
11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Come and Enjoy a Thanksgiving Lunch with
Palmer Lake Elementary Staff and Students

Look for 1st Trimester Report Cards
in Thursday Folders on November 15th

Once again, our PLES students will become TV stars when Fox 21 will film
our students saying the Pledge of Allegiance on Thursday, Nov. 29th.
Permission slips
coming home
soon.

Remember:
Teacher Workday on Monday, Nov. 12th—
No School
Thanksgiving Break– Nov. 19th-23rd
Delayed Start on Wednesday, Nov. 28th—
School Starts at 10:45 am

